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Part I: Understanding the Foundations of 
Family Sponsorship 

 

Navigating the path to bring a loved one to Canada through 
sponsorship is a journey of profound personal significance, governed by a 
precise and unyielding legal framework.  

The success of this journey hinges on a foundational understanding of its core 
principles. Before any forms are filled or documents gathered, applicants and 
sponsors must grasp the specific legal definitions, eligibility criteria, and 
admissibility requirements set forth by Immigration, Refugees and 
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Citizenship Canada (IRCC).  

Errors made at this foundational stage are not merely procedural; they can 
lead to significant delays, financial loss, and ultimately, the refusal of an 
application.  

This first part of the guide is dedicated to building that essential foundation, 
clarifying the legal landscape to ensure that every applicant begins their 
sponsorship journey on solid ground. 

 

Chapter 1: Defining Your Relationship: Spouse, 
Common-Law, or Conjugal Partner? 
 

The Canadian government, through IRCC, allows its citizens and permanent 
residents to sponsor their partners for permanent residence, a cornerstone of 
its family reunification policy.  

However, the success of a sponsorship application begins with a critical first 
step: correctly identifying the nature of the relationship under Canadian 
immigration law. The terms "spouse," "common-law partner," and "conjugal 
partner" have precise, legally distinct definitions that are not interchangeable.  

Selecting the correct category is paramount, as it dictates the specific 
eligibility criteria and the nature of the evidence required to prove the 
relationship's genuineness. An incorrect classification is a fundamental flaw 
that can lead to the refusal of an otherwise strong application. 

 

The Spouse 

The most straightforward category is that of a spouse. Under Canadian 
immigration law, a spouse is an individual who is legally married to the 
sponsor. 

●​ Key Requirements: For a marriage to be considered valid for sponsorship 
purposes, it must satisfy two essential conditions: it must be legally 
recognized in the country where it was performed, and it must also be 
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legally recognized in Canada. This means that relationships not legally 
sanctioned as marriage in the jurisdiction where they occurred, such as 
some traditional or religious ceremonies, may not qualify under this 
category. Furthermore, IRCC generally requires that both parties were 
physically present at the marriage ceremony. Proxy marriages—where 
one or both parties are not physically present—are not accepted for 
immigration purposes. 

●​ Minimum Age: Both the sponsor and the sponsored spouse must be at 
least 18 years old at the time of the application. 

●​ Primary Evidence: The foundational piece of evidence for a spousal 
application is an official, government-issued marriage certificate. While 
this certificate is the primary proof, it is not sufficient on its own. It must 
be supported by substantial evidence demonstrating that the 
relationship is genuine and not entered into for immigration purposes, a 
topic explored in detail in Chapter 6. 

 

The Common-Law Partner 

The category of common-law partner recognizes committed, marriage-like 
relationships that have not been formalized by legal marriage. 

●​ Definition: A common-law partner is a person of any gender who is not 
legally married to the sponsor but has been living with them in a conjugal 
relationship for at least 12 consecutive months. 

●​ The 12-Month Cohabitation Rule: This is a strict and non-negotiable 
requirement. The couple must prove they have lived together 
continuously for one full year in a marriage-like relationship. Any periods 
of separation during this 12-month period must have been short and 
temporary, such as for business travel or family emergencies. Extended 
separations can break the continuity and render the couple ineligible 
under this category. 

●​ Defining a "Conjugal Relationship": This term signifies more than simply 
sharing a residence. IRCC assesses a conjugal relationship based on a 
significant degree of commitment and interdependence across various 
facets of life: financial (e.g., shared finances, joint ownership), social (e.g., 

 
 

© Slimms Law Firm - All rights reserved.​
www.slimms.com 

4  of  48  

 

http://www.slimms.com


presenting as a couple in public, relationships with each other's families), 
emotional, and physical. 

●​ Primary Evidence: Unlike a marriage, there is no official certificate to 
prove a common-law relationship. Instead, its existence is established 
through a comprehensive portfolio of documents that demonstrate both 
cohabitation and the conjugal nature of the relationship. This evidence 
can include joint lease agreements, shared utility bills, joint bank 
accounts, and government-issued identification showing the same 
address. 

 

The Conjugal Partner 

The conjugal partner category is the most exceptional and highly scrutinized 
of the three. It is designed for partners in genuine, marriage-like relationships 
who, due to circumstances entirely beyond their control, have been unable to 
marry or meet the 12-month cohabitation requirement to qualify as 
common-law partners. 

●​ Definition: A conjugal partner is an individual, living outside Canada, who 
has been in a committed and interdependent relationship with their 
Canadian sponsor for at least one year, but significant barriers have 
prevented them from living together or marrying. 

●​ Insurmountable Barriers: This category is not an alternative for couples 
who simply choose to live apart or are in a long-distance dating 
relationship. It is a last-resort provision for those facing concrete, 
insurmountable obstacles. Examples of such barriers include: 

○​ Legal or Immigration Barriers: The foreign partner is unable to obtain 
a visa to live in Canada with the sponsor, and the sponsor cannot live 
in the partner's country. And both partners cannot get married in a 
third country. 

○​ Marital Status: The foreign partner is still legally married to someone 
else in a country where divorce is legally impossible or unobtainable. 

○​ Persecution or Legal Prohibition: The relationship is between 
same-sex partners, and same-sex relationships are criminalized or not 
recognized in the foreign partner's country of residence. 
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●​ Level of Scrutiny: Conjugal partner applications face an exceptionally 
high level of scrutiny from IRCC. The burden of proof is on the applicants 
to demonstrate convincingly that they could not cohabitate or marry, not 
merely that it was inconvenient. This requires extensive documentation of 
both the relationship itself and the specific barriers that prevented 
cohabitation. 

The distinction between common-law and conjugal partnerships is a 
frequent point of failure. These categories are mutually exclusive. If a couple 
had the opportunity to live together to meet the 12-month cohabitation rule 
but chose not to, their application under the conjugal partner category will 
almost certainly be refused.  

Proving a conjugal partnership requires demonstrating not only the 
relationship's genuineness but also the impossibility of qualifying as either 
spouses or common-law partners. Consequently, the evidentiary burden 
increases with each category: a spousal application relies on a key legal 
document, a common-law application requires building a case for 
cohabitation, and a conjugal application demands proof of the relationship 
plus proof of the insurmountable barriers. 

To assist in this critical self-identification process, the following table provides 
a clear, at-a-glance comparison of the three relationship categories. 

 

Feature Spouse Common-Law 
Partner 

Conjugal Partner 

Legal Status Legally married Not legally married Not legally married 

Cohabitation 
Requirement 

No minimum 
period required 

Must have lived 
together 
continuously for at 
least 12 months 

Cannot live 
together due to 
insurmountable 
barriers 

Primary Location 
of Applicant 

Can be in Canada 
or abroad 

Can be in Canada 
or abroad (but 
must have met the 
cohabitation rule) 

Must be outside 
Canada 

Key Evidence Marriage Proof of 12-month Proof of genuine 
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certificate; proof of 
genuine 
relationship 

cohabitation (e.g., 
joint leases, bills); 
proof of genuine 
relationship 

relationship; proof 
of insurmountable 
barriers preventing 
cohabitation/marria
ge 

Common Pitfall Proxy marriages 
not recognized; 
marriage not valid 
in Canada 

Breaks in 
cohabitation; 
insufficient proof of 
a "conjugal" 
relationship 

Mistaking a 
long-distance 
relationship for a 
conjugal one; 
failing to prove 
barriers were 
insurmountable 

 

Chapter 2: The Sponsor: Are You Eligible to Sponsor? 
 

While the nature of the relationship is a foundational element, the eligibility 
of the Canadian sponsor is the first gate through which every application 
must pass. Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will not 
proceed to assess the sponsored applicant until it has confirmed that the 
sponsor meets a series of strict, non-negotiable requirements.  

Failure to meet any one of these criteria will result in the application being 
refused, often after months of waiting. Therefore, a thorough and honest 
self-assessment of the sponsor's eligibility is a critical prerequisite to starting 
the application process. 

 

Core Eligibility Requirements 

 

To be eligible to sponsor a spouse, common-law partner, or conjugal partner, 
an individual must meet several core requirements related to their age, 
status, and residency. 

●​ Age: The sponsor must be at least 18 years old. 

●​ Status in Canada: The sponsor must be a Canadian citizen, a permanent 
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resident of Canada, or a person registered in Canada as an Indian under 
the Canadian Indian Act. 

●​ Residency Requirement: This is a critical point of distinction that often 
causes confusion. The rules differ significantly based on the sponsor's 
status: 

○​ Canadian Citizens: A Canadian citizen has the flexibility to sponsor 
their partner even while living outside of Canada. However, this is not 
an unconditional right. The citizen sponsor must provide strong, 
convincing evidence demonstrating their clear intention to return to 
Canada to reside with their partner once the partner is granted 
permanent residence. This proof could include job offers in Canada, 
lease agreements, or correspondence with moving companies. 

○​ Permanent Residents: The rule for permanent residents is absolute 
and inflexible. A permanent resident must physically reside in Canada 
throughout the sponsorship process. A permanent resident domiciled 
abroad is not eligible to sponsor their partner. Any permanent resident 
who has moved abroad must first re-establish their residency in 
Canada before they can submit a sponsorship application. 

 

The Financial Undertaking: A Binding Contract 

 

Sponsorship is not merely a declaration of a relationship; it is a serious legal 
and financial commitment to the Canadian government. This commitment is 
formalized through a signed undertaking. 

●​ The Promise: By signing the undertaking, the sponsor makes a legally 
binding promise to provide for the basic needs of the sponsored person. 
This includes food, shelter, clothing, and other necessities of life, as well as 
health needs not covered by public health services, such as dental and 
eye care. The purpose of the undertaking is to ensure the sponsored 
partner does not need to rely on provincial social assistance programs. 

●​ Duration of the Undertaking: For a spouse, common-law partner, or 
conjugal partner, the undertaking is in effect for three years, starting from 
the exact day the sponsored person becomes a permanent resident of 
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Canada. 

●​ An Unyielding Obligation: It is crucial to understand that this financial 
obligation is irrevocable once the sponsored person lands in Canada as a 
permanent resident. The undertaking remains in full effect for the entire 
three-year period, regardless of any change in circumstances, including: 

○​ The breakdown of the relationship, separation, or divorce. 

○​ The sponsor experiencing financial problems or bankruptcy. 

○​ Either person moving to another province or country.​
​
If the sponsored partner receives social assistance during this 
three-year period, the sponsor is legally required to repay that 
amount to the government. 

 

Financial Income Requirement 

 

A common point of confusion surrounds the income a sponsor needs to have. 
While the rules are more lenient for spousal sponsorship than for other family 
class streams, sponsors should not assume they are automatically exempt 
from a financial assessment. There is a three-tiered system for financial 
evaluation. 

●​ General Rule for Canada: In most cases, when sponsoring a spouse or 
partner there is no specific minimum income requirement, often referred 
to as the Low Income Cut-Off (LICO). The sponsor must still sign the 
undertaking and demonstrate they are not receiving social assistance for 
a reason other than disability, but they do not have to prove their income 
meets a certain threshold. 

●​ The Exception: The "no LICO" rule has a critical exception. A sponsor must 
meet the minimum necessary income requirement if the person they are 
sponsoring has a dependent child who, in turn, also has their own 
dependent child (i.e., sponsoring a partner and their grandchild). This is a 
rare scenario, but for those it affects, it is an absolute requirement. 
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●​ The Quebec Rule: While very similar to the General Rule for Canada and 
its Exception explained above, Sponsors residing in the province of 
Quebec are subject to a different set of regulations regarding the financial 
evaluation conducted by the provincial Ministère de l'Immigration, de la 
Francisation et de l'Intégration (MIFI). This process involves a distinct 
calculation of required income and will be detailed comprehensively in 
Part III of this guide. 

 

Who is Barred from Sponsoring? (Ineligibility Criteria) 

 

Beyond the core requirements, IRCC maintains a list of specific conditions, or 
"bars," that make an individual ineligible to sponsor. These are absolute and 
must be reviewed carefully. 

●​ Previous Sponsorships: 

○​ A five-year bar applies if the sponsor was previously sponsored 
themselves as a spouse or partner. They cannot sponsor a new partner 
until five years have passed since the day they became a permanent 
resident. 

●​ Financial Defaults: A sponsor is ineligible if they are in default of: 

○​ A previous sponsorship undertaking (i.e., a previous partner received 
social assistance that was not repaid). 

○​ An immigration loan or a performance bond. 

○​ Court-ordered family support payments, such as alimony or child 
support. 

●​ Bankruptcy: A sponsor is ineligible if they have declared bankruptcy and 
have not yet been discharged. 

●​ Social Assistance: A sponsor cannot be receiving social assistance for a 
reason other than a disability. 

●​ Serious Criminality: A sponsor is barred if they have been convicted of a 
violent criminal offense, an offense of a sexual nature, or an offense 
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against a relative that resulted in bodily harm, inside or outside of Canada. 

●​ Other Bars: An individual is also ineligible if they are in a penitentiary or 
prison, are subject to a removal order, or have already submitted an 
application to sponsor the same person that is still being processed. 

It is evident that the sponsor's eligibility is a complex matrix of status, 
residency, financial obligations, and personal history. A prospective sponsor 
must navigate these requirements with diligence and honesty before 
proceeding. 
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Chapter 3: The Applicant: Eligibility and Admissibility 
 

Once the sponsor has confirmed their own eligibility, the focus shifts to the 
person being sponsored—the principal applicant. Having an eligible sponsor 
is only half the equation. The applicant must meet their own set of 
requirements, the most significant of which is proving their admissibility to 
Canada. The Canadian government reserves the right to deny entry to any 
individual who is deemed a risk to the country's health, safety, or security, 
regardless of their genuine relationship with a Canadian. 

 

Core Applicant Requirements 

 

The fundamental eligibility criteria for the sponsored applicant are 
straightforward: 

●​ Age: The applicant must be at least 18 years old. 

●​ Relationship: The applicant must be the genuine spouse, common-law 
partner, or conjugal partner of the sponsor, as defined and proven 
according to the rigorous standards outlined in Chapter 1. 

The most complex and critical requirement, however, is that the applicant 
must not be found inadmissible to Canada under the Immigration and 
Refugee Protection Act. 

 

Understanding Admissibility: The Three Pillars 

 

Admissibility is a separate and parallel assessment to the genuineness of the 
relationship. An application that perfectly proves a loving, committed 
partnership can still be refused if the applicant is found inadmissible on 
medical, criminal, or security grounds. 

1.​ Medical Admissibility: The principal applicant, as well as all of their 
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dependent children (including those who are not immigrating to 
Canada), must undergo a mandatory medical examination conducted by 
a government-approved panel physician. An applicant may be found 
medically inadmissible for one of three reasons: 

○​ Danger to Public Health: They have a communicable disease, such as 
active tuberculosis. 

○​ Danger to Public Safety: Their condition is likely to cause sudden 
incapacity or unpredictable or violent behaviour. 

○​ Excessive Demand on Health or Social Services: Their condition 
might reasonably be expected to require health or social services for 
which the cost would exceed a per capita threshold set annually by 
the government. 

2.​ Criminal Admissibility: Canada has strict rules regarding entry for 
individuals with criminal records. The applicant must provide police 
clearance certificates from every country where they have lived for six 
months or more consecutively since the age of 18. An applicant may be 
found criminally inadmissible for offenses that, if committed in Canada, 
would be equivalent to summary or indictable offenses, including DUIs, 
theft, assault, and more serious crimes. While a criminal record can be a 
significant barrier, there are potential remedies, such as applying for 
criminal rehabilitation or a Temporary Resident Permit (TRP), though 
these are separate and complex legal processes that must be addressed 
proactively. 

3.​ Security Admissibility: All applicants undergo comprehensive 
background and security checks to ensure they do not pose a risk to 
Canada's security. An individual may be found inadmissible on grounds of 
espionage, subversion, terrorism, or being a member of an organization 
engaged in such acts. 

 

The Critical Importance of Declaring All Family Members 

 

One of the most severe and irreversible errors an applicant can make is failing 
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to declare all of their family members. 

●​ The Rule: The principal applicant is required by law to declare all of their 
family members (their spouse, common-law partner, and all dependent 
children) on their application forms, even if those family members are not 
immigrating with them to Canada. 

●​ Associated Requirements: These non-accompanying family members 
must also undergo medical examinations and, if over the age of 18, may 
be required to undergo security and background checks. This 
requirement often comes as a surprise to applicants, as it can impose a 
significant logistical and financial burden, especially when it involves 
arranging exams for a child in the custody of an uncooperative former 
partner in another country. 

●​ The Consequence of Failure: The penalty for failing to declare a family 
member is draconian and permanent. Under Canadian immigration law, 
a person who was not declared and examined at the time of the principal 
applicant's immigration can never be sponsored by that person in the 
future. This is known as the "excluded family member" rule. For example, 
if an applicant fails to declare a child from a previous relationship, they 
forfeit their right to ever sponsor that child to Canada. 

This underscores the need for absolute transparency and completeness in the 
application. The admissibility assessment is a thorough and unavoidable part 
of the process. Applicants must be prepared to address any potential issues 
head-on and provide all required information for themselves and their entire 
family unit, whether accompanying them or not. 

 

 

 
 

© Slimms Law Firm - All rights reserved.​
www.slimms.com 

14  of  48  

 

http://www.slimms.com


Part II: The Application Journey: A 
Step-by-Step Guide for Canada (excluding 
Quebec) 
 

 
 

With a firm grasp of the foundational principles of eligibility and relationship 
definitions, the next stage is the practical assembly and submission of the 
sponsorship application. This part provides a detailed, chronological roadmap 
for applicants and sponsors residing in any Canadian province or territory 
outside of Quebec. The process has been digitized and streamlined in recent 
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years, but it remains a complex undertaking where strategic choices and 
meticulous attention to detail are paramount. From selecting the correct 
processing stream to compiling a compelling evidence package, each step 
builds upon the last, culminating in the submission of a complete and 
persuasive application to IRCC. 

 

Chapter 4: Choosing Your Path: Inland vs. Outland 
Sponsorship 
 

For couples where the sponsored partner is, or could be, in Canada, the first 
major strategic decision is choosing between the two available processing 
streams: "Inland" sponsorship and "Outland" sponsorship. This is not merely a 
question of where the applicant currently resides; it is a critical choice with 
profound implications for the applicant's ability to work in Canada during 
processing, their freedom to travel, and their recourse in the event of a refusal. 

 

Defining the Streams 

 

●​ Inland Sponsorship (Spouse or Common-Law Partner in Canada Class): 
This stream is specifically designed for situations where the sponsor and 
the sponsored partner are already living together in Canada. To be 
eligible, the sponsored partner must hold valid temporary resident status 
in Canada (e.g., as a visitor, student, or worker) and must continue to 
cohabitate with the sponsor in Canada for the duration of the application 
processing.  

○​ Exception: An applicant that is out of status could still be 
sponsored under a special public interest policy but this is beyond 
the scope of this guide. If you are in this situation, call an 
immigration lawyer. 

●​ Outland Sponsorship (Family Class): This is the traditional and default 
sponsorship stream. It is most commonly used when the sponsored 
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partner lives abroad. However, it is a flexible option that can also be used 
by a partner who is physically present in Canada with their sponsor but 
prefers the features of the Outland stream. All applications for conjugal 
partners and for dependent children must be submitted through the 
Outland stream. 

 

Key Differentiating Factors 

 

The choice between Inland and Outland processing requires a careful 
weighing of several key factors: 

●​ Work Permits: A significant advantage of being in Canada during 
processing is the ability to apply for a Spousal Open Work Permit (SOWP). 
This permit allows the applicant to work for any employer in Canada while 
awaiting a decision on their permanent residence application. Historically, 
this was primarily an advantage of the Inland stream. However, a crucial 
policy change now allows Outland applicants who are legally inside 
Canada to also apply for an SOWP, which has significantly altered the 
strategic landscape. 

●​ Travel Flexibility: This is a major point of divergence. Inland applicants are 
strongly advised against traveling outside of Canada while their 
application is in process. Since a core requirement of the Inland class is 
cohabitation in Canada, leaving the country and being denied re-entry at 
the border could result in the application being deemed abandoned and 
refused. In contrast, applicants in the Outland stream, even if they are 
temporarily visiting or staying in Canada, retain the flexibility to travel 
internationally without jeopardizing their permanent residence 
application. 

●​ Appeal Rights: This is perhaps the most critical legal distinction between 
the two streams.  

○​ If an Outland application is refused, the sponsor has a statutory 
right of appeal to the Immigration Appeal Division (IAD) of the 
Immigration and Refugee Board. The IAD conducts a​
de novo hearing, which means it hears the case anew and can 
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consider new evidence that was not part of the original 
application. This provides a powerful opportunity to correct 
deficiencies or overcome an officer's incorrect assessment.  

○​ If an Inland application is refused, there is no right of appeal. The 
only recourse is to apply for a judicial review at the Federal Court 
of Canada. A judicial review is not a re-hearing of the case; the 
court only examines whether the officer's decision was legal, fair, 
and reasonable based only on the evidence that was before them 
at the time of the decision. No new evidence can be introduced. 
This makes the Outland stream's appeal right a far more robust 
and forgiving safety net. 

●​ Processing Times: While historically there were significant differences in 
processing times between the two streams, IRCC has made efforts to 
harmonize them. As of mid-2025, official estimates show Outland 
processing to be significantly faster than Inland, but these figures are 
highly volatile and should be monitored closely. The decision should be 
based on the more stable factors of travel needs and appeal rights rather 
than fluctuating processing times. 

The decision is no longer a simple geographical one. It is a strategic 
calculation of risk versus reward. With the availability of the SOWP for Outland 
applicants in Canada, couples can now potentially have the best of both 
worlds: the ability for the partner to work in Canada while retaining the crucial 
travel flexibility and appeal rights of the Outland stream. This makes the 
Outland path a compelling, and often safer, choice even for couples already 
living together in Canada. 

 

Feature Inland Sponsorship 
(Spouse/Common-Law in 
Canada Class) 

Outland Sponsorship 
(Family Class) 

Applicant's Location Must be living with the 
sponsor in Canada 

Can be living abroad or in 
Canada 

Eligibility for OWP Yes, can apply concurrently 
with PR application 

Yes, if legally in Canada 
with sponsor 

Travel During Processing Not recommended for Permitted; travel does not 
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lengthy trips; re-entry is 
not guaranteed and could 
void application 

impact the application 

Right of Appeal No right of appeal; only 
judicial review at Federal 
Court 

Full right of appeal to the 
Immigration Appeal 
Division (IAD) 

Eligible Relationship 
Types 

Spouse, Common-Law 
Partner 

Spouse, Common-Law 
Partner, Conjugal Partner, 
Dependent Child 

Best For... Couples who prioritize 
staying and working 
together above all else and 
are extremely confident in 
the strength and 
completeness of their 
initial application. 

Couples who value travel 
flexibility and want the 
crucial safety net of a full 
appeal right, even if they 
are already living together 
in Canada. 

 

Chapter 5: Assembling Your Application: Forms, 
Documents, and Online Submission 
 

After selecting the appropriate sponsorship stream, the next phase involves 
the meticulous task of assembling and submitting the application package. 
Since September 23, 2022, IRCC has mandated that nearly all spousal and 
partner sponsorship applications be submitted electronically through its 
Permanent Residence (PR) Portal. This shift to a digital-first process has 
introduced new efficiencies but also new technical requirements that 
applicants must master to avoid delays. 

 

The Online Application Portal 

 

The entire application process is managed through the IRCC Permanent 
Residence Portal. 

●​ Account Creation: A common point of confusion is who should create the 
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online account. The PR Portal account must be created by and in the 
name of the Principal Applicant—the person being sponsored. The 
Canadian sponsor does not create the main account; instead, they will 
complete their required forms separately and provide them to the 
principal applicant to be uploaded into the single, consolidated 
application package. Misidentifying the sponsor and applicant in the 
portal is a critical error that can cause significant processing issues. 

●​ Accommodations: For individuals who are unable to use the online 
system due to a disability or other barrier, it is possible to request the 
application package in an alternative format (such as paper). This requires 
a formal request to a specific IRCC email address and is treated as an 
exception. 

 

The Core Application Package: Forms and Checklists 

 

The foundation of the application is a set of standardized forms and a 
personalized checklist. Applicants should use the official "Application package 
for spouse, partner or child sponsorship" tool on the IRCC website to generate 
the precise list of forms and documents required for their specific situation. 
While the exact list can vary, the core forms include: 

●​ For the Sponsor: 

○​ IMM 1344 – Application to Sponsor, Sponsorship Agreement and 
Undertaking: This is the sponsor's primary form, where they formally 
apply to sponsor and sign the binding financial undertaking. 

●​ For the Principal Applicant (and completed jointly with the sponsor): 

○​ IMM 0008 – Generic Application Form for Canada: This form captures 
the principal applicant's and any dependents' biographical data. 

○​ IMM 5669 – Schedule A – Background/Declaration: A detailed history of 
the applicant's education, employment, and personal history for the 
last 10 years. 

○​ IMM 5406 – Additional Family Information: Lists all of the applicant's 
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family members (parents, siblings, children). 

○​ IMM 5532 – Relationship Information and Sponsorship Evaluation: A 
detailed questionnaire for both the sponsor and applicant about the 
history and nature of their relationship. 

●​ Checklist and Other Forms: 

○​ IMM 5533 – Document Checklist: This generated checklist must be 
completed and uploaded with the application, serving as a table of 
contents for the submission. 

○​ IMM 5476 – Use of a Representative: This form is mandatory only if the 
couple is using the services of a paid immigration consultant or lawyer, 
or an unpaid representative like a family member who will 
communicate with IRCC on their behalf. 

 

Gathering Supporting Documents 

 

Alongside the forms, applicants must gather a host of supporting documents. 
These documents provide the evidence to back up the claims made in the 
forms. 

●​ Sponsor's Documents: Proof of Canadian status (e.g., scan of Canadian 
passport bio-data page, PR card, or citizenship certificate), proof of 
residency in Canada (or intent to return for citizens abroad), and financial 
documentation if the income requirement applies. 

●​ Applicant's Documents: Identity documents (e.g., passport, birth 
certificate), civil status documents (e.g., final divorce certificates from any 
previous marriages), police certificates from all countries where the 
applicant has lived for six months or more since age 18, and travel 
documents. 

●​ Proof of Relationship Documents: This is the most extensive and critical 
category of supporting documents and is covered in detail in the next 
chapter. 

●​ Document Standards: All supporting documents must be clear, legible 
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scans of the originals. Any document not in English or French must be 
submitted along with a translation. For official government issued 
documents (e.g. birth certificates, marriage certificates, divorce 
certificates, etc.) the translation must be from an accredited translator. For 
the rest, it can be translated by a non-accreditated translator, but the 
translation must be accompanied by an affidavit from the translator 
attesting their advanced knowledge of the language pair and to the 
accuracy of the translation. 

 

The Submission Process 

 

Once all forms are completed and all documents are scanned and organized, 
the final steps are taken within the PR Portal: 

1.​ Complete Forms: All PDF forms must be downloaded, filled out 
electronically, and then validated (where applicable) to generate a 
barcode page. They are then digitally signed by typing the individual's full 
name as it appears on their passport. 

2.​ Upload Documents: The principal applicant uploads all completed forms 
and scanned supporting documents into the appropriate sections of their 
online profile. 

3.​ Pay Fees: Application fees must be paid online through IRCC's 
e-payment portal. The official receipt of payment must be downloaded 
and uploaded as part of the application package. 

4.​ Submit: The principal applicant performs a final review and submits the 
complete application electronically. 

The digital submission process demands a new kind of diligence. Applicants 
must act as their own IT project managers, ensuring files are correctly 
formatted (usually PDF), properly named, and uploaded to the correct 
location within the portal. A simple technical glitch or a disorganized 
submission can lead to frustrating delays or the application being returned as 
incomplete. 
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Chapter 6: The Heart of the Matter: Proving Your 
Relationship is Genuine 
 

Beyond the checklists and bureaucratic requirements lies the most subjective 
and often most challenging element of a spousal sponsorship application: 
proving to an immigration officer that the relationship is genuine. IRCC is 
tasked with upholding the integrity of Canada's immigration system, which 
includes vigilance against marriage fraud—relationships entered into 
primarily for the purpose of gaining permanent resident status. Consequently, 
every application is scrutinized through a "genuineness test." 

This test is twofold. An officer assesses: 

1.​ Is the relationship genuine? This means it is real, committed, and 
ongoing, based on love and mutual intention to build a life together. 

2.​ Was the relationship entered into primarily for an immigration purpose? 
This is a separate consideration. A marriage can be legally valid, but if the 
officer believes the main motivation for the union was to secure PR status 
for the foreign partner, the application can be refused. 

The burden of proof lies entirely on the applicant and sponsor. They must 
build a compelling and credible case using a wide array of evidence. A strong 
application does not rely on a single "magic document" but instead layers 
multiple types of evidence across four key pillars, painting a rich and 
consistent picture of the couple's shared life. 

 

Building Your Evidence Portfolio: The Four Pillars of Proof 

 

An effective evidence portfolio should draw from each of the following 
categories to demonstrate the different facets of the relationship. 

1.​ Proof of Cohabitation (Especially for Common-Law Partners): This pillar 
is essential for common-law applications and highly beneficial for spousal 
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applications where the couple lives together. It establishes a shared 
physical life. 

○​ Primary Evidence: Joint ownership of residential property or a joint 
lease/rental agreement showing both partners as tenants. 

○​ Secondary Evidence: Utility bills (e.g., electricity, gas, internet, 
telephone), government-issued identification cards (e.g., driver's 
licenses) showing the same address, memberships (e.g. gym, 
magazines) and other mail/parcels addressed to both or each partner 
at the same residence. 

2.​ Proof of Financial Interdependence: This pillar demonstrates that the 
couple has merged their financial lives, a strong indicator of a serious 
partnership. 

○​ Primary Evidence: Statements from joint bank accounts or joint credit 
cards showing shared income and expenses; Insurance policies (life, 
health, or auto) and/or last wills (ideally notarized) that name the other 
partner as a beneficiary 

○​ Secondary Evidence: Proof of money transfers between partners 
(especially if living apart), and documents showing joint ownership of 
other valuable assets (cars, boats, equipment) or investments (e.g. 
Family operated business). 

3.​ Proof of Social Recognition: This pillar shows that the relationship is 
known and accepted by friends, family, and the community. 

○​ Photographs: A curated selection of 10 to 20 photos is recommended. 
These should not just be from the wedding day but should span the 
entire relationship, showing the couple at different events (holidays, 
vacations, family gatherings) and with different groups of people (each 
other's friends and family). Each photo should be labeled with the 
date, location, and a brief description of the event and people present. 

○​ Letters of Support (Affidavits): These are written statements from 
close friends and family members who can attest to the genuineness 
of the relationship. A strong letter is detailed and personal, describing 
how the writer knows the couple, their observations of the 
relationship's development, and their belief in its authenticity. The 
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letter must include the writer's full name, contact information, and 
ideally be signed before a notary or commissioner of oaths. 

○​ Social Media: Screenshots of a public relationship status on platforms 
like Facebook, or posts and tagged photos that publicly acknowledge 
the relationship, can serve as modern proof of social recognition. 

4.​ Proof of Ongoing Communication (Especially for Outland/Conjugal 
Partners): For couples who are or have been living apart, demonstrating 
constant and meaningful contact is vital. 

○​ Primary Evidence: Excerpts from text message logs (e.g., WhatsApp, 
SMS), emails, and video call logs (e.g., Skype, FaceTime) showing 
regular and substantive communication over time. It is better to 
provide a representative sample spanning the relationship rather than 
an overwhelming volume. 

○​ Secondary Evidence: Travel documents from visits to see one another, 
such as flight itineraries, boarding passes, and passport entry/exit 
stamps, provide concrete proof of efforts to be together. 

 

The Relationship Narrative 

 

The relationship narrative is the glue that holds the evidence portfolio 
together. It is a detailed, personal letter or affidavit, written by both the 
sponsor and the applicant, that tells the story of their relationship from their 
own perspectives. This narrative should not be a dry recitation of facts but a 
heartfelt account that covers: 

●​ How, when, and where the couple met. 

●​ The development of the relationship and key milestones (e.g., first date, 
decision to commit, proposal). 

●​ Shared interests, values, and activities. 

●​ Future plans as a couple in Canada. 

●​ A crucial function of the narrative is to proactively address any potential 
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"red flags" (discussed in Chapter 12), such as a significant age gap or 
cultural differences, and explain why the relationship is genuine despite 
these factors. 

An officer reviews applications with a "totality of the circumstances" approach, 
looking for consistency across the evidence. A joint lease that proves 
cohabitation should be supported by photos taken inside that home and 
letters from friends who have visited the couple there. The evidence should be 
"braided" together, with each piece reinforcing the others. The relationship 
narrative serves as the guide for the officer, explaining the significance of the 
documents and weaving them into a coherent and credible story. Quality and 
organization of evidence always trump sheer quantity. 

 

Chapter 7: Calculating and Paying Government Fees 
 

An essential step of the sponsorship application is the payment of 
government processing fees. The fee structure is modular, meaning the total 
cost depends on who is being sponsored. Submitting an application with 
incorrect or incomplete fee payment is a common administrative error that 
will result in the entire package being returned without processing, causing 
significant delays. All fees must be paid online through the IRCC payment 
portal, and a copy of the official receipt must be uploaded with the 
application. 

 

Breakdown of Federal Fees 

 

The total fee for a spousal or common-law partner sponsorship application is 
a sum of several distinct components. It is crucial for applicants to correctly 
calculate the total amount based on their specific family composition. The 
fees listed below are subject to change, and applicants should always verify 
the current amounts on the official IRCC website before paying. 

●​ Core Fees for Sponsoring a Partner: 
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○​ Sponsorship Fee: This fee covers the cost of processing the sponsor's 
application to be approved as a sponsor. The current fee is $85. 

○​ Principal Applicant Processing Fee: This covers the cost of 
processing the permanent residence application for the sponsored 
spouse or partner. The current fee is $545. 

○​ Right of Permanent Residence Fee (RPRF): This fee is charged upon 
approval for permanent residence. While it can technically be paid 
later in the process, IRCC strongly recommends paying it upfront with 
the initial application to avoid delays. The current RPRF is $575. 

●​ Fees for Including Dependent Children: 

○​ If a sponsored spouse or partner has included dependent children 
who are also applying for permanent residence, an additional 
processing fee is required for each child. The current fee is $175 per 
child. Dependent children are exempt from paying the Right of 
Permanent Residence Fee. 

●​ Biometrics Fee: 

○​ Most applicants for permanent residence are required to provide their 
biometrics (fingerprints and a photograph). The fee for this service 
must be paid upfront with the application. 

○​ Per Individual: $85. 

○​ Per Family: A maximum fee of $170 applies for a family (a couple 
and/or their dependent children) applying at the same time. 

The following table provides a clear calculator to help determine the total 
federal fees for common application scenarios. 

 

Fee Component Cost (CAD) Who is Included Notes 

Sponsorship Fee $85 Sponsor Mandatory for all 
sponsorship 
applications. 

Principal $545 Sponsored Mandatory for the 
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Applicant 
Processing Fee 

Spouse/Partner person being 
sponsored. 

Right of 
Permanent 
Residence Fee 
(RPRF) 

$575 Sponsored 
Spouse/Partner 

Highly 
recommended to 
pay upfront to 
avoid processing 
delays. 

Dependent Child 
Processing Fee 

$175 (per child) Each dependent 
child included in 
the application 

Children are 
exempt from the 
RPRF. 

Biometrics Fee 
(Individual) 

$85 A single applicant  

Biometrics Fee 
(Family) 

$170 A couple, or a 
family of 2 or more 
applying together 

Maximum fee for a 
family unit. 

Total (Sponsor + 
Partner, no 
children) 

$1,205  ($85 + $545 + $575) 
+ $85 biometrics if 
applying alone, or 
$170 if applying as 
a couple. 

Total (Sponsor + 
Partner + 1 child) 

$1,380  ($1,205 for couple + 
$175 for child) + 
$170 family 
biometrics. 

 

These fees do not include costs for third-party services, such as medical 
exams, police certificates, or document translations, which applicants must 
budget for separately. For sponsors residing in Quebec, there will be 
additional processing fees payable to the provincial government, as detailed 
in the next part of this guide. 
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Part III: The Quebec Exception: A Special 
Process 

 

Canada's immigration system is primarily a federal responsibility. However, 
the province of Quebec holds a unique position. Under the 1991 
Canada-Quebec Accord, the province has the authority to select its own 
immigrants to preserve its distinct linguistic and cultural character.  

For those seeking to sponsor a partner to live in Quebec, this means 
navigating a two-tiered system, with requirements from both the federal 
government (IRCC) and the provincial government, the Ministère de 
l'Immigration, de la Francisation et de l'Intégration (MIFI).  
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This dual process adds a layer of complexity, additional forms, separate fees, 
and additional assessment rules that sponsors in the rest of Canada do not 
face. 

 

Chapter 8: Sponsoring in La Belle Province: The 
Dual-System Overview 
 

Sponsoring a partner to Quebec is not a single application but a sequential, 
two-part process involving two different governments. Understanding this 
sequence is absolutely critical to avoid procedural errors that can cause major 
delays. 

 

The Canada-Quebec Accord and Its Impact 

 

The Accord grants Quebec the sole responsibility for selecting economic 
immigrants and shared responsibility for family class immigrants. In practice, 
this means that while IRCC makes the final decision on admissibility and 
granting permanent residence, Quebec is responsible for assessing the 
sponsor's undertaking and selecting the applicant to settle in the province. 

 

The Mandatory Process Flow 

 

The interaction between IRCC and MIFI follows a predefined sequence. 
Attempting to apply to both governments simultaneously to be "proactive" is 
a common mistake that will lead to the rejection of the provincial application 
and significant delays. The correct process is as follows: 

1.​ Submit Federal Application to IRCC: The sponsor and applicant first 
prepare and submit the complete federal sponsorship and permanent 
residence application package to IRCC, just as they would in any other 
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province. 

2.​ Receive IRCC Eligibility Approval: IRCC conducts the initial assessment. 
They will first determine if the sponsor meets the federal eligibility 
requirements (as outlined in Chapter 2). 

3.​ Receive Instruction Letter from IRCC: If IRCC finds the sponsor eligible, 
they will send the sponsor an official letter or email. This communication 
is the crucial trigger for the next step; it explicitly instructs the sponsor to 
begin the process with the Quebec government. 

4.​ Submit Provincial Application to MIFI: Only after receiving the 
instruction letter from IRCC can the sponsor submit their undertaking 
application (demande d'engagement) to MIFI. This application includes 
MIFI-specific forms and a separate fee. 

5.​ MIFI Assessment and CSQ Issuance: MIFI then assesses the sponsor, 
focusing primarily on their financial capacity to fulfill the undertaking. If 
the sponsor is approved, MIFI issues a Certificat de sélection du Québec 
(CSQ), or Quebec Selection Certificate, for the sponsored applicant. This 
document confirms that Quebec has selected the applicant to settle in 
the province. 

6.​ CSQ Transmitted to IRCC: MIFI informs IRCC directly that the CSQ has 
been issued and provides them with a copy. The sponsor also receives the 
original CSQ to give to the applicant. 

7.​ Final Federal Processing: With the CSQ in hand, IRCC proceeds with the 
final stages of processing the permanent residence application. This 
includes the full admissibility checks (medical, criminal, security) for the 
applicant. IRCC retains the final authority to approve or refuse the 
application for permanent residence. 

The critical takeaway is that the MIFI application is dependent on a green 
light from IRCC. Submitting the MIFI application prematurely, without the 
official instruction letter from IRCC, will result in the file being returned 
unprocessed. This mandatory sequence makes the Quebec process 
inherently more complex than in the rest of Canada, as it involves two 
separate processing queues. 
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Chapter 9: The Quebec Undertaking and Financial 
Requirements 
 

The core of the Quebec-specific process is the assessment of the sponsor's 
financial capacity by the Ministère de l'Immigration, de la Francisation et de 
l'Intégration (MIFI).  

While Quebec mirrors most of the federal regulations’ requirements that 
largely exempt Sponsors from a strict income test when sponsoring a partner; 
Quebec sponsors facing an Exception, for example a dependent child who 
has a dependent child, must demonstrate that they have sufficient financial 
resources according to a detailed calculation methodology specific to 
Quebec. 

 

The Quebec Undertaking 

 

Similar to the federal process, a Quebec sponsor must sign a legally binding 
undertaking. This is a separate contract with the Government of Quebec, 
promising to provide for the basic needs of the sponsored person and to 
repay the provincial government for any social assistance (last-resort financial 
assistance) they may receive. The duration of this undertaking for a spouse or 
partner is three years, mirroring the federal requirement. 

 

Quebec's Financial Evaluation 

 

MIFI's financial assessment has its own set of calculation rules that differs 
from IRCC’s. While a sponsor of only a spouse or partner with dependents is 
generally not subject to a financial capacity evaluation, the requirement is 
explicitly triggered and becomes more complex in specific circumstances, 
most notably if the sponsored partner has a dependent child who in turn has 
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their own dependent child. 

●​ The Calculation Method: MIFI requires the sponsor (and co-signing 
spouse, if applicable) to demonstrate a gross annual income that is equal 
to or greater than the sum of two amounts: 

1.​ The basic income required to support the sponsor's own family unit in 
Canada (Table A). 

2.​ The additional income required to support the sponsored person(s) 
(Table B).​
The total required income is therefore: Required Income = Table A 
amount + Table B amount. 

●​ Income Tables: MIFI publishes income tables that are updated annually 
on January 1. The tables below are based on the figures for 2025. Sponsors 
must use the tables in effect at the time they submit their undertaking 
application. 

●​ Source and Timing of Income: The sponsor must prove they have had 
sufficient income from Canadian sources over the 12 months preceding 
their application to MIFI and demonstrate that they will continue to have 
this income for the duration of the undertaking. The income and assets of 
the sponsor's spouse or common-law partner can be included if they 
co-sign the undertaking application. 

●​ Federal Bars in Quebec: It is noteworthy that certain federal bars to 
sponsorship, such as being in undischarged bankruptcy or having 
defaulted on court-ordered support payments, do not automatically apply 
to spousal sponsorship in Quebec. However, MIFI conducts its own 
assessment of these factors when determining whether to approve the 
undertaking. 

The following worksheet can be used to estimate the required income for a 
Quebec sponsorship application, based on the 2025 tables. 

Table 9.1: MIFI Required Income Calculation Worksheet (2025) 

Step 1: Calculate the Basic Income Required for Your Family Unit (Table A) 

Count the number of people in your family unit already in Canada (yourself, your current 
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spouse/partner if not the one being sponsored, and your dependent children). 

Example: A single sponsor has a family unit of 1. A sponsor with a child has a family unit 
of 2. 

Total number of family members of your family (including yourself) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

For each additional person, add $6,289 

Your Table A Amount: $__________ 

Step 2: Calculate the Additional Income Required for the Person(s) You Are 
Sponsoring (Table B) 

Count the number of people you are sponsoring (your partner and any of their 
accompanying dependent children), separating them by age (18 or older, and under 18). 

Example: Sponsoring a spouse only = 1 person 18 or older, 0 people under 18. 

Example: Sponsoring a spouse and their one child (age 10) = 1 person 18 or older, 1 person 
under 18. 

Number of persons 18 or older 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Refer to official MIFI tables for other combinations. 

Your Table B Amount: $__________ 
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Step 3: Calculate Your Total Required Annual Income 

Add the amounts from Step 1 and Step 2. 

Total Required Income = (Your Table A Amount) + (Your Table B Amount) = $__________ 

This is the minimum gross annual income you must demonstrate to MIFI. 

This calculation-based approach is fundamentally similar to the system in the 
rest of Canada and requires Quebec sponsors to prepare detailed financial 
documentation, including tax assessments, pay stubs, and letters of 
employment, to support their undertaking application for the rare cases 
where financial evaluation applies.  

Where the regulations differ substantially from the rest of Canada are the 
income amounts necessary to meet Low Income Cut-Off (LICO) and the 
calculation methodology. 

 

Chapter 10: Securing the CSQ and Finalizing Your Quebec 
Application 
 

Once the sponsor has received their instruction letter from IRCC and has 
confirmed they meet Quebec's financial requirements, the final provincial 
stage begins: submitting the undertaking application to the Ministère de 
l'Immigration, de la Francisation et de l'Intégration (MIFI) to obtain the 
crucial Certificat de sélection du Québec (CSQ). 

 

The MIFI Application Package 

 

The application submitted to MIFI is a distinct package of forms and 
documents, separate from the federal application sent to IRCC. The sponsor is 
responsible for assembling this package, which typically includes : 
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●​ Undertaking Form – Family Class: The main provincial sponsorship form, 
which must be completed and signed by the sponsor (and co-signer, if 
applicable). 

●​ Permanent Selection Application – Family Class: This form must be 
completed and signed by the foreign partner being sponsored. 

●​ Financial Capacity Evaluation Form: Required only in specific 
circumstances, such as when the sponsored partner has a dependent 
child with their own child. 

○​ Financial Documents (If applicable): This includes a copy of the 
instruction letter from IRCC, documents proving the sponsor's 
financial capacity (e.g., tax notices, employment letters).  

●​ Supporting Documents: Documents as required by the MIFI checklist, 
most notably evidence that the sponsor is residing in the Province of 
Quebec (e.g. tax notice, driving licence, latest utility bills). 

●​ Fee Payment: The application must include payment for MIFI's 
processing fees. As of January 1, 2025, the fee to sponsor one person is 
$328. Fees must be paid in Canadian funds via an accepted method, such 
as credit card, certified cheque, or bank draft. Personal cheques and cash 
are not accepted. An incomplete payment will result in the entire file 
being returned. 

 

Submitting to MIFI and Processing 

 

The complete and signed application package must be mailed in a single 
envelope to the MIFI processing centre in Montreal. MIFI states that most 
undertaking applications are processed within 3 months from the date a 
complete application is received. Any missing forms, signatures, or incorrect 
fee payments are common reasons for the application to be returned, 
causing significant delays. 

 

The Certificat de sélection du Québec (CSQ) 
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The CSQ is the official document that confirms Quebec has approved the 
applicant for settlement in the province. 

●​ Issuance: If MIFI approves the sponsor's undertaking application, they will 
mail a package to the sponsor. This package contains a letter confirming 
the approval and an envelope with the applicant's original CSQ. The 
sponsor must give this original document to the applicant. 

●​ Notification to IRCC: MIFI also transmits its decision and a copy of the 
CSQ directly to the IRCC office processing the federal application. The 
issuance of the CSQ acts as the "green light" from the province, signaling 
to IRCC that it can now proceed with the final assessment of the 
applicant's admissibility for permanent residence. 

It is important to note that while the CSQ is a mandatory and essential step, it 
does not guarantee the final approval of the permanent residence 
application. IRCC retains the ultimate authority and may still refuse an 
application based on medical, criminal, or security inadmissibility, or if 
concerns about the genuineness of the relationship arise. 
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Quebec Application Caps 

 

 

A unique feature of the Quebec system is the potential for the government to 
impose caps or quotas on the number of sponsorship applications it will 
receive in a given period. From June 26, 2024, to June 25, 2026, MIFI has 
implemented a maximum intake of 13,000 family sponsorship applications, 
with a sub-cap of 10,400 applications for spouses, common-law partners, 
and conjugal partners.  

This introduces an element of time-sensitivity not present in the rest of 
Canada. Once the cap is reached, MIFI will stop accepting new applications 
until the next intake period opens. This makes it even more critical for Quebec 
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sponsors to act promptly once they receive their instruction letter from IRCC. 

 

Part IV: After You Apply: What to Expect and 
How to Navigate Challenges.  

 

 
Submitting the sponsorship application marks the end of the preparation 
phase and the beginning of the waiting period. This stage can be fraught with 
anxiety and uncertainty as the application makes its way through the 
complex machinery of Canada's immigration —mad house— system.  

This final part of the guide provides a roadmap for the post-submission 
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journey. It covers how to track an application, what to expect in terms of 
processing times, and how to utilize tools like the Spousal Open Work Permit 
to make the wait more productive.  

It also offers tips to understanding common reasons for refusal and 
navigating potential challenges, including the sensitive issue of what 
happens if the relationship changes during the process. 

 

Chapter 11: The Waiting Period: Processing Times and 
Staying Productive 
 

Once the application is submitted, the focus shifts from active preparation to 
patient monitoring. Understanding the process, tracking the application's 
progress, and taking advantage of available programs can significantly reduce 
the stress of this period. 

 

Tracking Your Application 

 

After IRCC receives the application and confirms it is complete, they will issue 
an Acknowledgement of Receipt (AOR) letter or email, which includes an 
application number starting by “F”.. This AOR is a key document. Once it is 
received, the applicant and sponsor can monitor the application's status in 
two ways: 

1.​ IRCC Application Status Tracker: This is a simple online tool that 
provides high-level updates on the key stages of the application. (e.g. 
Medical Examination, Biometrics, Background check, etc.) 

2.​ AITP Request: The sponsor can make a request under the Access to 
Information Law to obtain a copy of the Global Case Management System 
Notes (GCMS). GCMS notes are detailed records of an immigration 
application kept by IRCC. These notes provide insights into the 
application's progress by date, including officer observations, document 
status, and reasons for decisions, including refusals. Applicants can 
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request these notes to understand their application's status and identify 
potential issues. 

 

Understanding Processing Times 

 

IRCC publishes estimated processing times for various application types, 
which are updated weekly on their website. It is crucial to understand that 
these are estimates, not guarantees. The actual time can vary significantly 
based on the complexity of the case, the country of the applicant, and IRCC's 
operational capacity. 

●​ Published Estimates (as of mid-2025): The published times can fluctuate 
dramatically. For example, in May 2025, the estimated processing time for 
an Inland spousal application (outside Quebec) was 29 months, while the 
Outland (Family Class) stream was estimated at 10 months. Applications 
for sponsors in Quebec were even longer, at 36 months. These figures 
highlight the lengthy nature of the process. 

●​ Key Processing Stages: The overall processing time includes several 
distinct stages: an initial completeness check (which can take 2-3 
months), the sponsor's eligibility assessment, requests for the applicant to 
submit biometrics and undergo a medical exam, the detailed assessment 
of the applicant's admissibility and the genuineness of the relationship, 
and the final decision. 

 

The Spousal Open Work Permit (SOWP): A Strategic Tool 

 

For applicants who are inside Canada with their sponsor, the Spousal Open 
Work Permit (SOWP) is the single most important tool for making the long 
waiting period productive and less stressful. It transforms a period of 
dependent waiting into one of active economic and social integration. 

●​ Eligibility: An applicant may be eligible for an SOWP if they: 
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○​ Have submitted a complete application for permanent residence 
under a spousal, common-law, or conjugal partner sponsorship class. 

○​ Are cohibiting in Canada with their sponsor. 

○​ Hold valid temporary resident status in Canada (or are eligible to 
restore their status). 

○​ Have received the AOR letter confirming their PR application is in 
process. 

●​ The Application Process: The SOWP application is submitted online 
through the IRCC portal. The application form requires specific 
information to be entered (e.g., "SCLPC FC OWP" in the job title field) to 
identify it as being made under the public policy for sponsored partners. 

●​ Benefits of the SOWP: The SOWP is an "open" permit, meaning the 
holder can work for almost any employer anywhere in Canada without 
needing a job offer or a Labour Market Impact Assessment (LMIA). This 
provides immense flexibility. Upon receiving the work permit, the 
applicant can also apply for a Social Insurance Number (SIN) and, in most 
provinces, becomes eligible for provincial health insurance coverage. This 
ability to work, earn an income, and access healthcare significantly eases 
the financial and emotional burden on the couple during the long wait for 
permanent residence. 

The recent expansion of SOWP eligibility to include Outland applicants who 
are legally in Canada has been a significant development, making the option 
of waiting in Canada a much more viable and attractive strategy for many 
couples, regardless of which sponsorship stream they choose. 

 

Chapter 12: Navigating Challenges: Common Mistakes, Red 
Flags, and Refusals 

 
Even the most carefully prepared application can face challenges. 
Understanding the common pitfalls, the factors that trigger an officer's 
suspicion, and the primary reasons for refusal can empower applicants to 
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mitigate risks and build a more resilient case from the outset. 

 

Common Application Mistakes (Procedural Errors) 

 

These are often administrative errors that, while not necessarily fatal to the 
case, will cause the application to be returned unprocessed, leading to 
months of delay. 

●​ Using Outdated Forms: IRCC updates its forms frequently. Submitting an 
application using an old version of a form is a common reason for 
rejection. Always download the latest forms directly from the IRCC 
website immediately before starting. 

●​ Incomplete Applications: Leaving fields blank instead of writing "N/A" 
(Not Applicable), or missing required signatures (even digital ones), can 
render an application incomplete. 

●​ Incorrect Fee Payment: Paying the wrong amount or failing to include 
the payment receipt will lead to the application being returned. 

●​ Translation Errors: Failing to provide a certified translation, a copy of the 
original document, and an affidavit from the translator for any document 
not in English or French is a critical error. 

●​ Role Confusion: Incorrectly identifying the "Sponsor" and the "Principal 
Applicant" on forms or in the online portal is a frequent and confusing 
mistake. 

 

Top Reasons for Refusal (Substantive Issues) 

 

These are more serious issues related to the merits of the case itself, which 
can lead to a final refusal. 

●​ Relationship Not Deemed Genuine: This is the most common reason for 
refusal. The officer is not convinced that the relationship is authentic and 
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was not entered into primarily for immigration purposes. This is usually 
due to insufficient or inconsistent proof of relationship. 

●​ Ineligibility of Sponsor or Applicant: The application is refused because 
the sponsor or the applicant fails to meet one of the core eligibility or 
admissibility requirements detailed in Chapters 2 and 3. This could be due 
to the sponsor receiving social assistance, the applicant having a criminal 
record, or other bars. 

●​ Misrepresentation: This is the most severe finding. It occurs when an 
applicant provides false information, submits fraudulent documents, or 
withholds material information (e.g., failing to disclose a previous 
marriage or a child). A finding of misrepresentation will not only lead to a 
refusal but can also result in a five-year ban from applying to come to 
Canada. 

 

Understanding "Red Flags" from an Officer's Perspective 

 

A "red flag" is not an automatic reason for refusal. It is a factor in an 
application that deviates from a typical pattern and therefore triggers 
heightened scrutiny from an immigration officer. The applicant's job is not to 
hide these factors, but to proactively address them. Common red flags 
include: 

●​ A significant age difference between the partners. 

●​ Major differences in cultural, religious, or educational backgrounds. 

●​ A language barrier that makes genuine communication between the 
partners seem difficult. 

●​ A very short period of courtship before marriage or cohabitation. 

●​ A history of previous sponsorships by the sponsor or previous immigration 
refusals for the applicant. 

●​ Inconsistencies within the application documents (e.g., different dates for 
the same event, contradictory stories in the relationship narratives). 
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The most effective strategy for dealing with red flags is transparency. The 
relationship narrative (discussed in Chapter 6) is the ideal place to address 
these issues head-on. For example, a couple can write, "While we recognize 
our age difference, we connected deeply over our shared passion for..." This 
demonstrates self-awareness and provides a compelling counter-narrative to 
the officer's potential doubts, which is far more effective than ignoring the 
issue and hoping the officer does not notice. 

 

Chapter 13: When Things Change: Relationship Breakdown 
and Other Contingencies 
 

The sponsorship process can be long, and life is unpredictable. It is essential 
for both the sponsor and the applicant to understand their rights and 
obligations if their circumstances change, particularly if the relationship 
breaks down. The legal implications of a separation or divorce are starkly 
different depending on whether it occurs before or after permanent 
residence is granted. 

 

Relationship Breakdown During Processing 

 

There is an absolute and clear rule for this scenario. If the relationship 
between the sponsor and the applicant ends before the applicant becomes a 
permanent resident, the sponsorship is no longer valid. 

●​ Obligation to Inform IRCC: The sponsor has a legal obligation to 
immediately notify IRCC in writing to withdraw the sponsorship 
application. 

●​ Consequences of Failure to Withdraw: Continuing with the application 
after the relationship has ended constitutes misrepresentation, as the 
fundamental basis for the application no longer exists. This can have 
severe consequences for both parties, including a potential five-year ban 
for the applicant for misrepresentation. The application will be refused 
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once IRCC is notified. 

 

Relationship Breakdown After Permanent Residence is Granted 

 

The moment the sponsored person is officially granted permanent resident 
status marks a critical legal turning point. 

●​ Permanent Residence is Secure: If the relationship was genuine at the 
time the application was submitted and at the time permanent residence 
was granted, a subsequent separation or divorce does not affect the 
sponsored person's PR status. The sponsor cannot "cancel" the 
sponsorship or have their ex-partner's PR status revoked. This provides 
crucial protection to the sponsored person, ensuring they are not forced 
to remain in an unhappy or abusive relationship out of fear of deportation. 

●​ The Fraud Exception: The only circumstance in which PR status could be 
revoked after a breakdown is if IRCC subsequently obtains evidence that 
the relationship was a sham from the very beginning—a "marriage of 
convenience" entered into solely for immigration purposes. If IRCC 
investigates and proves marriage fraud, the sponsored person could lose 
their PR status and be removed from Canada. 

●​ The Sponsor's Enduring Financial Obligation: While the sponsor loses 
any control over their ex-partner's immigration status, their financial 
obligation remains. The three-year undertaking signed by the sponsor is 
a binding contract with the government that is not voided by separation 
or divorce. If the sponsored ex-partner receives provincial social assistance 
at any point during that three-year period, the sponsor is legally 
responsible for repaying the full amount to the government. 

This clear legal line—drawn at the moment of landing—is designed to protect 
the integrity of the immigration system while also safeguarding the 
sponsored individual from being trapped in a dependent situation. Both 
parties must understand that while the emotional relationship may end, the 
sponsor's legal and financial contract with the Government of Canada 
endures for the full term of the undertaking. 
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Conclusion 

 

The journey of sponsoring a spouse or partner to Canada is one of the most 
personal and impactful pathways in the Canadian immigration system. It is a 
process rooted in the fundamental principle of family reunification, yet it is 
governed by a framework of exacting legal standards, strict procedural 
requirements, and subjective assessments of human relationships. 

As this guide has detailed, success is not a matter of chance but of diligent 
preparation, unwavering honesty, and a strategic understanding of the 
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system's complexities.  

From correctly identifying the relationship category and meticulously 
assessing eligibility, to building a robust and multi-faceted portfolio of 
evidence, every step is critical. The choice between the Inland and Outland 
streams is a strategic one, balancing the need for work and travel against the 
invaluable safety net of appeal rights. For those in Quebec, the path involves a 
dual-track process, demanding a sequential and financially rigorous 
engagement with both federal and provincial authorities. 

Ultimately, a successful application is one that tells a clear, consistent, and 
credible story, supported by comprehensive documentation. It anticipates an 
officer's questions and addresses potential red flags with transparency. It 
respects deadlines, follows instructions to the letter, and navigates the long 
waiting period with patience and productivity, utilizing tools like the Spousal 
Open Work Permit. 

While the path can seem daunting, it is manageable. By approaching the 
application not as a mere collection of forms but as a serious legal case built 
on a foundation of truth and thoroughness, sponsors and applicants can 
navigate the complexities with confidence, avoid common pitfalls, and 
significantly increase their chances of achieving their ultimate goal: building a 
life together in Canada. 
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